
DECEPTION ISLAND

Deception Island (62°57'S, 60°38'W) is one of the most
incredible islands on the planet. It is an active
volcano in the South Shetland Islands, off the
Antarctic Peninsula. Its unique landscape comprises
barren volcanic slopes, steaming beaches and
ash-layered glaciers.

Steps in caldera formation.

Deception Island has a distinctive horse-shoe shape
with a large flooded caldera. This opens to the sea
through a narrow channel at Neptunes Bellows,
forming a natural sheltered harbour.  It is one of the
only places in the world where vessels can sail
directly into the centre of a restless volcano.

Use colored pencils to identify special points and locations on
this map of Deception Island.



WHALER’S BAY

Whalers Bay is a natural cove with a wide black sandy
beach which lies just inside Neptunes Bellows. It was
first used by sealers in the 19th century, before a
Norwegian-Chilean company established a Whaling
Station there in 1906. By 1914 there were 13 whaling
factory ships operating out of Whalers Bay, but a drop
in whale oil prices during the Great Depression, saw it
close in 1931. The British operated a scientific base at
Whalers Bay from 1944 till the late 1960s when it was
abandoned due to volcanic activity in the vicinity.

Tourists visit Whalers Bay, where the station was
destroyed by a mud flow caused by a volcanic eruption
in 1970. The remains of buildings, boilers and tanks
are all around, creating an eerie effect.

The climate of Deception Island is polar maritime. The
mean annual air temperature is -3°C. Temperatures
range from +11°C to -28°C. Extreme micro-climates exist
around steaming fumaroles and geothermally heated
water where temperatures of 70°C have been
recorded.The thermal springs are a “hot spot” for
tourists, who enjoy a swim and soak.

In 1992, enhanced seismic activity on Deception Island
was accompanied by ground deformation and
increased water temperatures. Today, the floor of Port
Foster is rising rapidly in geological terms, and there
are areas of long term geothermal activity. It is
classified as a restless caldera with a significant
volcanic risk.


